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(Ireland.) 



bill 

To alter and amend the Law as to Church Rates in Ireland, 
and to regulate the same. 



^(t1S(£afe it is expedient that the Law respecting the 
raising and expending Chnrch Rales in Ireland, be altered 
and amended : 

And whereas His Majesty’s subjects professing the Roman Catholic 
5 Religion, are by law prevented front voting at every Vestry held for 
the budding, rebuilding or repair of Churches, or for the election of 
Churchwardens, or for determining upon the Salary to be paid to the 
Pansh Clerk, although they are by law compellable to fill the office of 




10 



»5 



m it titttate tmaa by The KING’S most Excellent Ma- 
JISTT, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, THAT in all Vestries in which His 
Majesty s Roman Catholic Subjects are by law excluded from voting 
no other matters whatever, save the building, rebuilding and repair of 
Churches, the election of Churchwardens, and the settling the Salary of 
toe Parish Clerk, and the making a Rate to defi-ay such expenses, shall 
be proceeded upon. 



Limiting the 
business, in 
certain cases, 
to be done at 
Vestries. 



And be It further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for 
every Parishioner, of whatever religious persuasion he may be, charge- SSsIVt. 
able to any Church Rate, to vote at every Parish Vestiy respecting Cw 
every matter or business therein brought forward, save and except the 
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building, rebuilding or repair of Churches, or for the election of 
Churchwardens, or for determining upon the Salary to be paid to the 
Parish Clerk. 



No v«to- to And be it further Enacted, That no Vestry or meeting of the Inhabi- 

tants in Vestry, of or for any Parish or union of Parishes, shall be holden 5 
until public notice shall have been given of such Vestry, and of the place 
and hour of holding the same, and of the special purpose thereof. Seven 
days before the day to be appointed for holding such Vestry, by the 
publication thereof in the Parish Church or Chapel, on some Sunday 
during or immediately after Divine Service, and by affixing the same on 10 
the principal door of such Church or Chapel, and also by affixing the 
same on the door of the Roman Catholic Chapel, if any, and on the 
door of the Meeting-house for religious worship of the Protestant 
dissenting congregation, if any, within such Parish or Union. 



Allowing Pa- 
rishioners to 
complain 
against the 
Rate to Ma- 
gistrates. 



Notice of such 
intended 
Complaint to 
be g^ven to 
Churchwar- 
dens. 



Churchwar- 
den to give 
Account of 
Expenditure 
to officiating 
Minister. 



And be it further Enacted. That it shall be lawful for any Parishioner 1 5 
assessed to any Church Rate, and who may consider himself to be 
aggrieved, either by the inequality of the said Rate, or any otlier matter 
or thing rendering the said Rate unjust, unnecessary or oppressive, or by 
the expenditure or proposed expenditure, or by the misapplication of 
the monies so raised by rate, to make complaint to the magistrates and 2C» 
assistant barrister, at the next ensuing quarter sessions, after 
days from the making of the said Rate, or from the furnishing of the 
account of the expenditure of such Rate, and then and there to object to 
the validity or propriety of such Rate, or to any items or item of the 
alledged expenditure ; and the said magistrates and assistant barrister 35 
^all take the said complaint into consideration, and redress the 
grievance complained of, on proof thereof, or on failure of proof, by the 
party complained against, either by quashing or amending the said Rate, 
or by disallowing any item of expenditure incurred, or proposed to be 
incurred. 3 ® 

And be it further Enacted, That before any 

such complaint shall be so preferred to the magistrates and assietant 
barrister as aforesaid, Notice in writing of the said intended complaint, 
sliall be left at the residence of one of the Churchwardens in the said 
Pari^ or union of Parishes. 35 

. And be it further Enacted, Tliat no Churchwarden shall be allowed 
in his account, or get credit for, any sum or sums of money expended by 
him, unless he shall within the space of calendar months 

after the actual expenditure thereof, furnish a just and fair Account of 
such expenditure to the officiating Minister and Parish Clerk of such 
Parish or Union, and post notice of having furnished the same in like 
manner and in the same places as are hereinbefore provided respecting 

tlie 
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the holding of such Vestry, as aforesaid ; and that sucli account shaU 
be at all reasonable hours, open to the inspection of, and to be copied 
in part or the whole, by each and every parishioner assessed or liable to 
be assessed as aforesaid. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the passing of this 
Act, no Roman Catholic shall be by law compellable, or compelled to 
take upon him, accept or fill, the office of Churchwarden in Ireland. 



Form to be used when the Rate is not quashed, but when certain Items of 
Expenditure are disaHowed. 

WE whose Names are hereunto subscribed, being Three of the Ma- 
gistrates present at the quarter sessions held at 
for the county of held at 

of in pursuance 

of an Act, intituled, “ An Act for the Regulation of 

Church Rates in Ireland,’' Do disallow the following items {here set 
forth the same] discharged, or by the vote of the Vestrj directed to be 
discharged out of a certain Rate made on the day of 

in the year of our Lord 

Given under our hands and seals, at aforesaid 

of in the year 

of our Lord 



Fqrm to be used when the Rate is quashed. 

WE whose Names are hereunto subscribed, being Three of the 
Magistrates present at the quarter sessions held at 
for the county of 

on the day of 

Do, in pursuance of tlie provisions of an Act 
inUtuled, “ An Act for the Regulation of Church Rates in Irekud;' 
declare a Churcti Rate made on the day of 

in the year of our Lord 

for the parish of jj, jhe 

said county, to be null, void and of no effect, by reason of the said 
Rate having been unequally or illegally assessed on the Parishioners 
of the said Parish. Given under our hands and seals, at 

aforesaid, on the day of 

in the year of our Lord 



No Roman 
Catholic com- 
pslled to serve 
Churchwar- 
den. 
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6 Geo. IV.— S«ss. 1825. 



